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political and financial support which the Supreme
Government of India wields. Lord Mayo did this,
and he dexterously opened the way for Sir George
Campbell's educational energies at the very outset
of his administration. The preceding Lieutenant-
Governor, although not perfectly satisfied with the
existing system, had not seen his way to making any
radical changes in it One of his last acts, therefore,
was to reply to certain inquiries of the Governor-
General in Council by a letter which practically main-
tained the status quo. The rejoinder to this despatch
was postponed until the new Lieutenant-Governor
should assume the reins. It was Lord Mayo's in-
variable practice to bring to bear upon every large
subject the special knowledge which any member of
his Government, whether old or young, Councillor,
Secretary, or Under-Secretary, might have acquired
during the course of his previous career, while en-
gaged in the work of practical administration. In
this case, one of the Under-Secretaries in the Home
Department of the Government of India, who had
formerly seen something of the actual results of public
instruction in Bengal as an inspector of schools, was
set to work* The whole system was analysed, and
its deficiencies pointed out A mild letter was then
drawn up, requesting a further reconsideration of
certain points by the Bengal Government, and ex-
pressing a solicitude to receive the new Lieutenant-
Governor's views on the question. In India no
Viceroy or Provincial Governor ever changes the
pqlicy of his predecessor; he only 'developes' it.